Abstract. According published materials, the composition of turtles in An Giang and Dong Thap provinces had thirteen species belonging to twelve genera, three families. Among the three families, family Emydidae has nine genera and ten species, family Testudinidae has one genus and one species, family Trionychidae has two genera and two species. There were six species in Vietnam's Red Data Book 2007.
Introduction
An Giang and Dong Thap are two provinces of the Mekong River Delta and are the first to receive the flow from Mekong River into Vietnam. Geographic coordinates of this region are from 10 0 07' to 10 0 58'N and between 104 0 46 ' to 105 0 56'E, they border with Cambodia stretching 155 kilometers long. The weather in this region can be separated into two distinct seasons, namely rainy season from May to October and dry season for the remaining months. The average annual temperature is about 27,4 0 C, the highest temperature being 29,5 0 C in April and lowest 25,1 0 C in January. In this region, the river system is ligament injection, especially the two provinces along the Tien and Hau rivers. Besides, An Giang province also has an alpine system, with Nui Cam Hill being as high as 716m a.b.s.l., which is the highest peak of the Mekong Delta. The nature has created preferential conditions for the fauna here which is very rich in the number of species [5] .
According to [7] , there are 34 species of turtles in Vietnam. In the nature, the turtles are found in mountain streams or rivers. However, the hunting of man has made the number of turtles increasingly rare. Consequently, it is urgent that we accelerate research to find reasonable measures to protect them.
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Material and methods
Research methods in the natural environment
Live turtle specimens were collected from August 2008 to January 2011. The collected specimens were analyzed through morphology, observations, photographing, filming activities ralating to feeding behavior such as feed choice, feeding time and daily feed intake. After a period of research in the natural environment, we proceeded specimens in immersion or dry form for storage in laboratory animals, Department of Biology, Dong Thap University.
For species that appear only in protected areas and some households, specimens could not be collected. For these species, we observed, took photographs, made films and analyzed morphologically.
We also interviewed people who were normally in contact with turtles regarding the sale of turtles in the market. The interview aimed at obtaining the turtles' local names, morphological characteristics to distinguish between species, market price, characteristics of food, accommodation, behavior and distribution of turtles. During the interview process, evaluation was combined with color pictures of the species. Interview questions were repeated many times to people in many regions and different sampling points.
Determine the scientific names of species
Classifying collected specimens included English name, Scientific name, Vietnamese names and local name using the references of [4] , [7] , Photographic Guide to the turtles of Thailand, Laos, Vietnam and Cambodia [8] .
Evaluation popularity
Based on the collected specimens of the species, we divided into three levels of appearance frequency (AF):
+ The common species (+++): AF was more than 50% to 100% of the sampling points.
+ The less common species (++): AF was from 25% to 50% of the sampling points.
+ The rare species (+): AF was less than 25% of the sampling points.
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Results and discussion
Species composition
In An Giang and Dong Thap provinces, the list of turtles consisted of thirteen species, in which nine species were collected specimens, four species were through interviews and documents. 
Structure of species composition
There were thriteen turtle species in An Giang and Dong Thap provinces, belonging to twelve genera, three families. Among these three families, the family Emydidea has nine genera (ten species); they have the most species. The family Testudinidae has one genus (one species), the family Trionychidae has two genera (two species). On average, each genus has only one species, except for the genus Heosemys which has two species.
In comparison with the list of turtles in Vietnam, the turtle diversity in the species composition of turtles in An Giang and Dong Thap provinces is shown in Table 2 . In An Giang and Dong Thap provinces, there were 13 species out of 34 in Vietnam (accounting for 38,23% of the whole of Vietnam's turtles), belong to 12 out of 23 genera (accounting for 52,17% of the whole of Vietnam's turtles), and 3 out of 5 families (accounting for 60% of the whole of Vietnma's turtles). In An Giang and Dong Thap provinces, the species belong to Marine turtles and Big-headed Turtles have not been found.
Appearance frequency
We have calculated the appearance frequency (AF) for nine species (those species whose specimens were collected) in An Giang and Dong Thap provinces. Of which, there are five common species, one less common species, three rare species; the AF of the four species whose information was obtained through surveys and interviews can't be determined. Among the common species were mainly species of the families Geoemydidae and Trionychidae; these species tend to live very much in the lagoon, lakes, and rivers. Among the rare species are mainly species in the family Testudinidae and some genera in the family Emydidae: Heosemys, Mauremys being caught by human for trading and consumption… This resulted in a decline in the number of species. If the hunting of turtles in large numbers continues, the number of turtle species would continue to decline. From this fact, we need to take measures to protect these rare species.
Rare appearance frequency
In An Giang and Dong Thap provinces, there were 6 rare species accounting for 46,15% of total species in this region. Of which, the family Emydidae has four species accounting for 30,76% of total species in this region, the family Testudinidae has one species accounting for 7,69% in total species in this region, the family Trionychidae has one species accounting for 7,69% in total species in this region. 
Conclusions
An Giang and Dong Thap provinces have thirteen species of turtles belong to three families, twelve genera. Among the three families, family Emydidae has nine genera and ten species, family Testudinidae has one genus and a species, family Trionychidae has two genera and two species.
There were five common species, one less common species, three rare species, and four species whose frequencies of meeting could not be determined through surveys and interviews. 
